Media Release

I'm a Scientist, Get Me Out of Here! 
$1,000 up for grabs in science quest with a reality twist
It’s reality TV meets science. But the competition won’t play out in the jungle, and there’ll be no creepy crawlies to scare away the celebrities. Instead, students at <SCHOOL NAME> will spend two weeks chatting to scientists around the country – and deciding along the way which ones should be evicted, and which lucky scientist will be the last left standing to snag a $1,000 prize.

It’s all part of I’m a Scientist, Get me out of Here!, a fun competition to stoke children’s interest in science. During the two weeks from August 26-September 6, students around the nation will use blogs and instant messaging to meet and chat with scientists across Australia. They’ll have an opportunity to ask scientists questions about their careers, their interests and general science topics.
The students are sure to keep the fifteen scientists on their toes – because they’ll have all the voting power to choose the scientist they think is worthy of winning $1,000. Scientists will be evicted one by one, with the final winner being announced on September 6.
The event is supported by teaching resources that develop students’ inquiry and communication skills and deepens their understanding of science. More than 1,900 students from across Australia are taking part in I’m a Scientist, Get me out of Here!.
“<TEACHER COMMENT> said <SCHOOL> teacher <TEACHER NAME> “<TEACHER COMMENT>”
“<STUDENT COMMENT>” <STUDENT NAME> <AGE>
“<STUDENT COMMENT>” <STUDENT NAME> <AGE>

Dr Kristin Alford, co-producer of I’m a Scientist, Get me out of Here! said the competition, originally conceived in the UK, has been running in Australia for three years.

“We are excited to have <SCHOOL NAME> on board,” she said. “The feedback from previous students has been very positive, with the majority saying they are more confident in asking questions about science and that they also have a better understanding of how science works after the event.” 
I’m a Scientist, Get me out of Here! is conducted by foresight agency Bridge8 Pty Ltd, with the Nitrogen Zone supported by the Department for Manufacturing, Innovation, Trade, Resources and Energy (DMITRE) (SA) and the Waite Research Institute (WRI) sponsoring scientist David Jeffery to participate in the event.
We have:

· 3 science zones - a general zone called Nitrogen and two themed zones in Micro Life and the Brain
· 15 scientists (five scientists in each zone) from ACT, WA, SA, Qld, NSW and Vic

· More than 1,900 students from 31 schools and colleges in years 5 – 12
More information on the program is available here: 
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Contacts:

<SCHOOL CONTACT DETAILS>

I’m a Scientist, Get me out of Here!

Dr Kristin Alford

M: 0410 442 629

T: @IASAus

E: admin
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